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This s the tale told me Ly Hal
Burton, soldier, Bobemlan, globetrot.
tor, and good fellow generally, one
wloomy winter night when we sat,
ANg and warm by the bluging hearth
of a romdeide Inn, sipping our ale,
gufling our pipes and letening to the
hawling of the flerce blasts without,

“It was during the Franco-Prussian
war thirty yoars ago." began Burion,
“ithat the satrange adventure which 1

v aboot to relate ook place,

“When that memornhle struggle he
gan the United Stales was In o state
f protound peace, both st home und
ahroud. After the campilgns we had |
ppassid through, e (o the army was |
insufferably dull.  Tiring of enforeed |
dienees, I and some half dogen others |
Or the younger officers thirew up our

Furape inoseareh of adyentire,
"We affered onr serviees to the
Franch,  They were Immoedintely ae

1
copted and we werg sent (o Join the |

wrmy at the front
“We were eneamped inon
st I AlRnee.

lonely

veamp, Wil situated o large huolhd.
ety ueed ax oo medieal enl
the apening of the war the

Vicer o the stilents had  leen !
it into requisiilon, either as wol
(LT Fosurgeons, and the forsaken
iitee buwd beon Wit to enre for It
il
"Helry g0 pear e Feeneh opmp, it
d strange that the chiol aflicor
I et pse the deserted college for
1 hondlgnartars.  Bol tle place lal
0 1 furbliding feol, and | pre
siliie Gone of them curdd Lo ocetipy

I belonged to the gloptical ma.
forlsy. One night when it was el
e and the ground was soaking wet,

I proposedd Lo my tent-mnte, 8 young

American afficor like myself, that we
dweuld move Into the college for the |
might to shelter oursehves from the
siorm |
CENo thank you,! he moplied; ‘T

rather kloen on the wet gronud under
v leaky tent than in a building ene |
antind by ghogts'

‘Ghoety * Fiddlesticks!® 1 ox
elalmed. Do you mean o shy yun be
Leve that nonsense?

Why shouldn't 17" he demanded
plekly. 1 bhave heard say thatv all
the medicnl students who hiave Loen
killed In the war come back there

at midmight to hold high revel, and
Why, | eame pust

I fully telieve |t

Wrapped myself In my blankets.

there lute the other night and the
bullding Jairly shook with thelr ghost
I¥ varousals.'

*'Shook with the wind, more llke:
Iy

AN vight: I've told yon what |
hoard; H yout think you can sleep
thiere, po whead, | prefer the ptont,”

“Bo unying, e rolled ever on e

|
iimiselots and sel ontl togethor (o " /

Within our Huoes, near ‘

damp ground and was soon anoring
itke one of the fabled Seven Slewp-
ers,

“The rain was stroaming Into the
tent and was standing in pools on the
ground, and | was bent on finding a
dryer and mors comfortable couch, If
posuible, | gathered up my biankets,
wrapping them closely around me to
keop out tae drividg rain, and set ont
for the old buliding, determined to
pask the rest of the night there,

“Oroplng my way carefully in the

1.
i
Turned his eyeless sockets In my
direction,
darkness, | came to ' galeway, ap

cending which and passing throngh
an open doorway, I found mysell in a
large. oblongshaped room. with an
unusunlly high celling, Ntted with sov
oral large skylights, evidently intend-
ol 1o supplement the lght sforded
by the somewhat narrow windows, lo-
cited at regular Intervils awng two
sldes of the room

“In the center of the room stood a
long table, with n marble slab for a

| top, and ranged about It were & num.

ber of straightbacked ohalrs and
benches, from which 1 judged that
the apartment had boen used ag a dis-
secting room by the medical students

“All this | diseernod by the lurid
flaghes of lightning, which occasion.
ally lighted up the room from over
head.

“After a hasty survey,
myselt In my blaokets,
my uniform and sword,
dowt on the floor, was
land of dreams,

“I bad looked at my
before lylng down.
Iy eleven o'clock, How long [ slept
I know not, | suddenly awoke with
a strange feellng of drend. My heart
was thumplng vielently, and [ conld
feol my halr standing on end from
fright.

“Ralsing mysell on my elbow, 1
glanced searchingly around the room.
The air was fllled with a peculiar,
phosphorescont light, by which | was
enabled o clearly discern even the
smillest objecta,

“Presently, at the further end of
the apartment. & door which 1 had
not before seen, swung open, and
four uniformed men entered, earrying
a nude body on a stroteher, followed
by & procession of about thirty,

“Throe times they marched, sol
emnly and slowly, around the room.
As they pessed me | percelved that
tho corpse was stained and bioody,
na If recontly slain in battle. 1 also
discovered, to» my horror, that the
forma which at first | had mistaken
for mm, were skelotons. They were
drasstd In the reguler French unl
form; but Lenesth each vizor, instead
of the bronzed face of a soldier, there
waa o grinning skull,

I wrapped
Lkeeplng on
and, lying
soon in the

wateh  just
It was then exact-

had boen completed they dopoalted
their ghantly burden on the table pre-
viously mentioned,

“Then one of the ghostly throng un.
rollad a uniform whith was atrupped
to hin knapsack, and, with the au-
sistance of his companions, dresie|
the body in i,

“When this operatio: wag complet.
od, the leader of the spoctral crew
stepped to the table, sud, bending over
It, he made n number of mystic signs;
then, whirling slowly around three
times, he stamped big right foot and
turned away, Immedintely the form
arose from the table, gravely saluled
his leader, then passed siowly down
the llue of bis comrados, and took &
place at the foot of the ranks.

“The shndowy throng took up the
line of march toward the open. docr
by which they had entered the room,
At the threshold the leader paused
and turned his oyeless sockels in my
direction, and from them seemed o
emanate a baleful gleam t(hat froza
my very marrow. Silently he motloned
to his followers, and In obedience 13
the signal they turned and faced nm.

“A shuldder crept over me and Lo
blood rushed back on my heart 18
[ saw them reach for thelr sealpels.
Driwlng them simultancously, they
ralsed the gleaming Llades aloft acd
bore swiftly down on me lke o bayo
net charge. Springlng to my feet, 1
drew my aword, and, swinging it In
a clrole around my head, | rushiod
nmong the skelton warrviors
forced ' a passage, though when |
resched It 1 held in my right hand
nothing but the hilt of my truscy
weapon,

“Whh a Nying leap [ eleared the
glalrs and hurrled from the hullding.
Hastenlng to the eamp, I awoke my
tontmate and related my harrowing
experience; but he calmly remarked
that It served me right for not listen-
Ing to his advies, and then rolled over
and resumed his Interrupted glumbers.

“"However, there was no  further
sleep for me that night, and | sat up,
shivering from cold and
horrible  experienes |
through, wntll morning.

“As soon as daylight appeared a
party of us vislted the deserted ool
lege, tnd found the broken blade of
my sword near a badly-dented seat
in the room where the £trange ¢vents
had talien place. My blankets wers
found on the Hoor where 1 had aban.

had been

doned them In my hurried Alght from |

the bullding: but when we examined
the door through which 1 had seen
the skeleton band enter. much to my
surprise It was found locked and
balted : furthermore, there woas no key
In the pusty lock, and after eareful
Beratiny we found no visible evideneo
that the dogr had been recently op
oneil. Nelther hod the pecumnlated
dust of woeeks on the heavy marhle-
tapped table been disturbiod; vet noth.
ng on cafth can ever convines me
that the seenes which 1| saw were noj
e

HIS SECOND BAD “BREAK."
Departing Visitor Meant Welil,  But
Was Unfortunate,

e ks nlways wanted to say the
clght thing, but somebow he never
coulil, e had Leen spending a coupls

of weeks in a Wisconsin town, and on I

the evening set for his doparture met
Migs De Verey, o very pretty young
indy, to whom he had been Introduced
when first he arcived In the place

“And are yon going to-night, Mr. Da
Jinks?" sho sald. “U'm so sorry we
kaven't seet more of you during your
stay."”

"Pray, don’t mentlon 16" he pe
turned with an excess of gallantry,
“Indeed it has been all my fault, Miss
Do Vercy”

A few moments lator he saw his
migtake, bot could find no chance to
utone for It, until, a8 he was about
te leave for the depot, one of his
friends suggoested:

“You haven't snld ‘Good-bye' to
Miss De Vercy, have you?

Here was a chanee that was not to
be lost. Turning to the fair damsel,
with the sweetest and most graclous
smile, hoe snid:

“Indeed, [ have, old boy. 1 had the
ileasure of saylng "Good-bye’ to Miss
Da Verey first of all."

And then he went his way, belley-
Ing he had “done himself prond."—
Brooklyn Eagle,

Dummies and Dummies.

Francls A. March, Jr., Professor of
English at Lafayette College and
Chalrman of the Alumunl Athletie com-
mittee, spent a few minutes' recrea-
tlon one day on the football fleld,
where some of his numerous charges
were playing the game, Several of
them had been making graceful dives
at tackling the dummy, which stood
at one corner of the fleld, and the pro-
feasor was much interested In the dis-
play of gymnastics.

"1 used toplay football myself,” ha
sald to a student, “and | know that |
tackled better than that.”

“Won't you show us how [ ought to
be done?' was asked,

“No, thank you,” was his quick re-
ply. "l have been tackling ddmmies
exclusively all morning over In my
office, and 1 came out bere for g»
chaage '
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' REPEATING RIFLES

No matter what your preferences are about a rifle,

will suit you,

some one of the eight different Winchester models

Winchester Rifles are made in calibers suits-
ble for shooting any game, from rabbits to grizzly bears,
and in many styles and weights.

Whichever model you

select, you can count on its being well made and Ffinishey,
reliable in action and a strong, accurate shooter,

FREE: Our 140-page illustrated catalogoe,
WINCHESTER REPEATING ARMS CO. NEW HAVEN, CONN. o
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